State Board for Educator Certification

DISCUSSION AND ACTION SESSION AGENDA

March 9, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.
   1701 N. Congress Ave. Room 1-104
Austin, Texas
The Board will meet in open session and after determining the presence of a quorum, deliberate and possibly take formal action, including emergency action, on the following agenda items:

1. Call to Order

2. Public Testimony
The Board will receive public testimony for no longer than 30 minutes, unless the Board extends the time allotted by majority vote.

3. Certification Update  
Staff will update the Board on certification functions.

a) Department Updates

· Educator Standards 
· Credentialing Services 
· Certification Enforcement Unit 
· Investigations/Fingerprinting 
b) Committee Updates 
· Long-range Planning Committee

· ASEP Committee

· Code of Ethics Review Committee

· Board Operating Policies and Procedures Committee

c) Associate Commissioner Update – Dates for Board Retreat/Orientation
CONSENT AGENDA
4. Approval of January 12, 2007 Board Meeting Minutes 
INFORMATION ONLY

5. 2007-2010 Rule Review Plan for State Board for Educator Certification Rules

DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
6. Election of Board Chair – Executive Session 

The Board may conduct an Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, §551.074(a)(1), to deliberate the appointment of a public officer, to wit, the election of Board Chair.  The Board will then meet in open session to elect the Board Chair. The Chair shall serve as presiding officer of the Board for a term of two years.

7. Election of Board Vice-Chair – Executive Session 

The Board may conduct an Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, §551.074(a)(1), to deliberate the appointment of a public officer, to wit, the election of Board Vice-Chair.  The Board will then meet in open session to elect the Board Vice-Chair. The Vice-Chair shall serve an annual term from February 2 through February 1 of the following year, or until a successor has been duly elected, unless the Vice-Chair resigns or otherwise vacates the office.  In the case of vacancy of the office of Chair, the Vice-Chair shall serve as presiding officer of the Board and carry out all duties of the Chair until the position of the Chair is filled.

8. Election of Board Secretary – Executive Session 

The Board may conduct an Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, §551.074(a)(1), to deliberate the appointment of a public officer, to wit, the election of Board Secretary.  The Board will then meet in open session to elect the Board Secretary.  The Secretary shall serve an annual term from February 2 through February 1 of the following year, or until a successor has been duly elected, unless the Secretary resigns or otherwise vacates the office.  In the case of vacancy of the office of Chair, and Vice-Chair, the Secretary shall serve as presiding officer of the Board and carry out all duties of the Chair until the position of the Chair is filled.

9. Appointment of Standing Committees
The Board Chair shall appoint an appropriate number of members to serve on the committees’ current vacated positions, including one to serve as presiding officer.  The SBEC Board Operating Policies and Procedures (BOPP) has established the following standing Committees:

· Accountability Systems for Educator Preparation (ASEP) Committee

· Code of Ethics Review Committee

· Board Operating Policies and Procedures Committee

· Audit Committee

· Long Range Planning Committee

10. Approval of New Educator Preparation Programs
11. Passing Standard for Master Technology Teacher Certification Examinations
12.
Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 228, Requirements for Educator Preparation Programs, §228.10, Approval Process
The Board will have the opportunity to propose an amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 228, Requirements for Educator Preparation Programs, §228.10, Approval Process.  The proposed amendment would update the process for requesting additional certificate fields to ensure that educator preparation programs have the capacity to offer support, training, and quality coursework for candidates.
13.
Plan for the Languages Other Than English (LOTE) to Meet State Certification Requirements
DISCUSSION ONLY

14. Discussion of Certification Test Data
15. Discussion of Educator Certificates

16. Board Goals
ACTION ONLY
17.
Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 233, Categories of Classroom Teaching Certificates, §233.12, Career and Technology Education (Certificates not requiring experience and preparation in skills areas) 
The Board will have the opportunity to adopt, subject to State Board of Education review, an amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 233, Categories of Classroom Teaching Certificates, §233.12, Career and Technology Education (Certificates not requiring experience and preparation in skills areas), which would establish in permanent rule the new TExES-based Business Education: Grades 6-12 certificate.
DISCUSSION AND ACTION

18.
Proposed Amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 249, Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and Contested Cases Including Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics, Subchapter F, Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics

The Board will have the opportunity to adopt, subject to State Board of Education review, amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 249, Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and Contested Cases Including Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics, Subchapter F, Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics, which would update the current rules to reflect statutory changes and allow the Texas Education Agency staff the option to dismiss complaints by declining to pursue sanctions or by issuing a letter of caution.
19.
a) Disciplinary Cases
The Board may meet in closed Executive Session, pursuant to section 551.071(2) and/or 551.071(1), of the Texas Government Code, to seek legal advice regarding pending or contemplated litigation or settlement of same, and  contested cases related to educator discipline and other matters arising under 19 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 249. Pursuant to section 551.102 of the Texas Government Code, any final action on matters discussed in Executive Session must be made in an open meeting.
1) Docket No. 701-06-2190.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Jimmy Gonzalez; Action to be Taken:  Proposal for Decision;
2) Docket No. 701-06-2442.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Brett Shane Suttle; Action to be Taken:  Proposal for Decision;
3) Docket No. 701-07-0238.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Charles Tutt; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment;
4) Docket No. 701-07-0289.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Stephanie Taylor; Action to be Taken:  Action on Motion for Rehearing;
5) Docket No. 701-07-0375.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Torrence Faver; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment;
6) Docket No. 701-07-0392.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Jaime Lopez; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment;
7) Docket No. 701-07-0537.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Edward Vasquez; Action to be Taken:  Proposal for Decision,;
8) Docket No. 701-07-0849.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Mario Q. Johnson; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment;
9) Docket No. 701-07-0858.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Levi Blackmon; Action to be Taken:  Proposal for Decision;
10) Docket No. 701-07-0867.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. Gwendolyn Manske; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment; and
11) Docket No. 701-07-1233.EC, State Board for Educator Certification v. John Michael Harrison; Action to be Taken:  Issuance of Default Judgment.
b) Pending Litigation

The Board may discuss any other litigation arising after the date of posting or reasonably contemplated as of the date of the board meeting.
1) Texas State Teachers Association v. State Board for Educator Certification; In the 53rd Judicial District Court of Travis County, Texas; Cause No. D-1-GN-06-0206; and
2)
Any other litigation arising after the date of posting or reasonably contemplated as of the date of the board meeting.
20. Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 249, Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and Contested Cases Including Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics, Subchapter B, Enforcement Actions and Guidelines, §249.14, Complaint, Required Reporting, and Investigation; Agency's Filing of Petition
The Board will have the opportunity to adopt, subject to State Board of Education review, an amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 249, Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and Contested Cases Including Enforcement of the Educator's Code of Ethics, Subchapter B, Enforcement Actions and Guidelines, §249.14, Complaint, Required Reporting, and Investigation; Agency's Filing of Petition, which would update the rule to reflect statutory changes and to add clarification regarding an investigative notice that may be placed on an educator’s certification records.

21.
Action on Items Discussed in Executive Session 
Pursuant to section 551.102 of the Texas Government Code, any final action on matters discussed in Executive Session must be made in an Open Meeting.  For any final action that the Board discussed in Executive Session, the Board will take its action in Open Session.

22.
Adjournment

The Board may meet in closed executive session, Texas Government Code, section 551.071 to seek legal advice regarding any item on this agenda. 
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